VSO SUPPORTER GROUPS SPRING NEWSLETTER – MAY 2010

Dear Supporter Groups,

Happy Spring!  I hope you will find this newsletter informative on what is happening across VSO UK at the moment. Firstly I would like to thank all the groups who took part in the Walk for Tabita and those who held a community debate.  These were all a great success and it is really fantastic seeing our supporters getting involved, it really makes a difference thank you so much.  

Secondly I would like to thank all the supporter groups who sent in their annual financial returns already, the first one I received was from the Fareham & Gosport group, congratulations!  If you haven’t already submitted your annual return please can do you so right away, I will need the annual return and a photocopy of the bank account statement from March 2010.  Thank you.

Lastly I would like to thank each of you for completing the questionnaires sent round by the supporter group forum members, especially given that there was very little time to get these back in time for our meeting, thank you very much.  The questionnaires were a series of questions to find out how groups like to receive communications and what activities and involvement with returned volunteers and indeed overseas volunteers you have.  I will be collating the information thoroughly when I get back from my annual leave to take into account all your feedback.  

· SUPPORTER GROUP FORUM MEETING 24TH APRIL 2010

The last Supporter Group forum meeting was held in London on 24th April.  At this meeting we welcomed new forum members and discussed a number of different items.  During the meeting Anne McCabe, Head of Public Engagement gave a presentation on VSO Today.  The minutes and a copy of this presentation are available to you by contacting your forum representative.  The forum and I will be working together to maximise the support to you throughout the year.  We are currently working on putting together a handbook for groups to help you with ideas as a ‘how to’ guide on how to support VSO.  Before the meeting many groups asked ‘what is the function of supporter groups?’  The main function for supporter groups is to offer a support network regionally to outgoing, serving and return volunteers as well as to arrange your activities around either fundraising, promote volunteering and or raising awareness of global issues.  Most all groups are doing all of these in a number of ways however it is not necessary to do all of them as long as there is a support network for local volunteers.  The forum and I will  be communicating throughout the year to compile success stories from you so that we can offer a guide to other group.  The next meeting will be held on Saturday 20th November at Harborne Hall.  This will be the last time VSO uses Harborne Hall as this property is for sale.  VSO is looking for an alternative venue to hold training for volunteers, once a venue has been confirmed I will forward on details for you.  

The forum and I will also be compiling a new activity form for groups to use to send in details of your activities.  Until this is finalised could I ask you to please send in details of your events either by email or using the existing form highlighting which area your activity was themed around, how many people attended and what audience you reached.  By audience we mean if you gave a talk to a local faith group please add this information too.  The Department for International Development is giving VSO specific funding to measure the impact that return volunteers make once they have returned.  We have been using all the information that you already send to us, if you could add this additional information it would really help us to promote VSO supporter groups and everything you do towards development right here in the UK.  Thank you.  

The other item we discussed at the meeting was the resources that are available to you to promote your groups activities.  I am working with the web team to put together a web page that will list clearly all the literature that you have access to and a photo so that you can see it and order it from me easily.  As soon as this has been completed I will be able to send a link to this page.  In the meantime if you can let me know well in advance when you need literature, posters, collections stickers etc I will get these out to you as soon as possible.  

Best regards,

[image: image1.wmf]
Maria Gierszewski

supportergroups@vso.org.uk
VSO Carlton House, 27A Carlton Drive, London SW15 2BS. Tel: 0208 7807402.

· GLOBAL XCHANGE

Due to start in April 2010 

Philippines / Hounslow - Email Elsie.till@vso.org.uk
Nigeria/Thurrock - Email Jennifer.angus@vso.org.uk 
Kings Lynn/Mongolia - Email gaby.wood@vso.org.uk (this is a CX programme) 
Glasgow/Kenya - Email rohanna.law@vso.org.uk (this is a CX programme) 
 

Exchanges on their way back from overseas to start a UK phase soon
Bangladesh/Edinburgh - Email Peppy.sparrow@vso.org.uk
Mozambique/Barnsley - Email karim.taleb@vso.org.uk
Newcastle/Syria - Email hannah.nunn@vso.org.uk
Exchange currently started overseas 

Southwark/Egypt - Email Georgina.richards@vso.org.uk
Right in the Middle of programme 

Ghana/Plymouth (this is a CX programme) 

Birmingham/Saudi Arabia (this is a CX programme) 

Belfast/Philippines  (this is a CX programme) 

Belfast/South Africa   (this is a CX programme)

· ACTION SPEAKER 

VSO UK is currently looking to recruit new members to join our network of Action Speakers and we would love for you to be involved. Our Action Speakers come from a wide range of backgrounds but are unified by their interest in International Development.

As individuals, or in pairs, our Speaker's talk in community groups to increase understanding of Global Issues and build support for Development.

To get started, all our speakers are provided with a full days training, and will learn how to speak about: 

·
Key areas of development, including the Millennium Development Goals

·
VSO's work in a broader development context (for RV sections 'Your experiences and VSO's work...)

·
How people can make a genuine difference from the UK

More info;

The upcoming training dates are as follows:

Saturday 24th April - London

Saturday 5th June - Birmingham

Saturday 12th June - London

Training days run from 10.30am-4pm. Lunch will be provided. 

To register please contact the Active Communities team active.communities@vso.org.uk
or for more information visit our www.vso.org.uk/act/active-communities
· REGIONAL GLOBAL EDUCATOR CONTACT LIST

VSO is a consortium member of Global School Partnerships (GSP). This programme provides advice and guidance, professional development and funding for schools in the UK to develop educational partnerships with schools in developing countries. 

We are looking for enthusiastic returned VSO education volunteers to become new members of our Regional Global Educator team. In this rewarding role you will work in your local region to inspire and enable more schools to develop a successful partnership. Full training and support is given. Please contact active.communities@vso.org.uk
for more information. 

Regional Global Educator's work within their region to inspire and support local schools to develop a Global School Partnership.

	Name
	Region
	Email
	Phone number
	Information

	Magdalene Sacranie
	Scotland
	magdalenesacranie@gmail.com

	01764 655398
	VSO returned volunteer

	Rob Guyton
	Eastern
	guytonhere@hotmail.com

	01787 464387
	VSO returned volunteer

	Naomi Alexander
	South West
	alexandernaomi@hotmail.com

	01805622265
	Current GSP partnership

	Mike Sharland
	North East
	mifsharland@aol.com

	01388 745707
	VSO returned volunteer

	Barbara Redmond
	North West
	addiebarbara@redmonds.me.uk

	01706354559
	VSO returned volunteer

	Le’Anne Ponen
	London
	leanne.ponen@essex.newham.sch.uk

	07727682270
	Current GSP partnership

	David Griffiths
	South Wales
	sad.griffs@yahoo.co.uk

	02920751839
	VSO returned volunteer

	Sarah Griffiths
	South Wales
	sad.griffs@yahoo.co.uk

	02920751839
	VSO returned volunteer


· MARKETING

Business managers wanted

We’re looking for professionals with management and leadership experience to volunteer with VSO. Take up the challenge and you’ll learn all about supporting others in difficult circumstances, managing on a shoestring, and working creatively with limited resources. Please pass on the word to anyone who could take on the VSO management challenge. See: www.vso.org.uk/business
‘Meet VSO’ evenings

Recruitment events coming up near you soon! Details at: www.vso.org.uk/events
Leeds


19th May

Nottingham

20th May

Plymouth  

13th July

Bristol


14th July

Edinburgh

31st August

Newcastle

1st September

Birmingham

2nd November

If you’d like to know more about our events, and how you could get involved contact

Laura.Hudson@vso.org.uk
· EVENTS

Bupa London 10,000

This exciting 10K event is taking place soon on the Bank Holiday Monday 31st of May, in the heart of London. It starts and finishes in St James Park on a course likely to be used for the 2012 Olympics. Runners will help raise money to go towards our work in over 40 countries where our volunteers make a lasting contribution in the fight against poverty. For more information and a chance to get involved contact Charlotte on 020 8780 7289 or Email charlotte.williams@vso.org.uk
24 Peaks Challenge
Later this year teams will be tackling 24 peaks in the stunning Lake District in 24 hours - the ultimate tough team challenge. The VSO 24 Peaks Challenge takes place on the 11th September 2010 and it’s not for the faint hearted! Teams will consist of five walkers and one support crew member, working together to achieve the minimum fundraising target of £5000 and climb over 2,400 feet in 24 hours. This will be a truly fantastic and exhilarating event, one that you can be part of too.  For more information please contact the events team on 020 8780 7314 or Email gurvinder.gregson@vso.org.uk
Royal Parks Half Marathon

On October 10th 2010, runners will take to London’s best-loved parks to help raise money for VSO. Starting and ending in Hyde Park, participants race through St.James’s, Kensington and Green Parks, taking in the superb sights of the London Eye, Houses of Parliament and the Royal Albert Hall. The race will be preceded by a mass warm up and the route includes a number of "cheering points" to add to the festival atmosphere, where VSO and supporters will urge on the participants. Join over 12,000 runners for a thoroughly enjoyable day with the Brakes Food and Fitness Festival taking place alongside the race in Hyde Park throughout the day. We have 10 places to fill. If you would like to run for us, please contact the events team on 020 8780 7412 or Email jane.quayle@vso.org.uk
· WALK FOR TABITA 

On Sunday, 7 March appealed to all sorts of different VSO supporters and supporter groups' involvement was invaluable to making this a success.  Funds raised so far total £20,000 and the money is still arriving.  42 walks took place around the country in brilliant sunshine.   The local press featured several, helping us to really raise awareness of our work through this event.  Each group who took part developed their own route, some serving teas at the end, others including interesting local landmarks - someone even offered a foot massage at the end of theirs!  We can't thank those who organised a walk enough for all your help with this event, which we hope to run again next International Women's Day.

· NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING TEAM

In 2009-10 Supporter Groups raised £30,000 for VSO. A BIG THANK YOU to all the groups that contributed to this.

Back by popular demand in 2010 is the Big Curry Night.  Many groups enjoy this event and will be pleased to know a new recipe book will be available later in the summer and the event will be launched in September. Why not brighten up a dark autumn night with a curry evening for VSO? Make a curry, invite your friends round, ask them to make a donation to VSO and enjoy new recipes such as potato and coriander fritters and an almond and milk cake.

Many Supporter Groups organised sponsored walks as part of our Walk for Tabita. This campaign will run again in March 2011 so start planning now where you’ll organise your event and whom you can ask to take part.

Keeping in touch with volunteers. Lots of groups donate substantial sums to VSO and are motivated by keeping in touch with a volunteer from their local area, known as Community Group linking. This volunteer linking has formed the backbone for Supporter Group fundraising for many years. For those not aware of the scheme this is how it works;

· You inform us of the type of volunteer you’d like to link with (i.e. someone from your local area)
· We find a suitable volunteer, explain to the volunteer what the scheme entails and get their consent to being part of the scheme and send the group information about the volunteer’s placement
· You donate, a lump sum, of £1250 to VSO to help continue our work.
· We give you the volunteer’s contact details.
· You are then free to invite the volunteer to your group and enjoy keeping in touch with them over the course of the year.
In the past some groups have asked VSO to keep track of donations over a number of years until they have raised the desired amount. Other groups have been linked to a local volunteer for less than £1250. This year we’re introducing a new scheme for Supporter Groups who’re unable to raise £1250. You now have the opportnuity to link to a volunteer specially selected by VSO. You will be sent email updates about their work and given an insight into life as a VSO volunteer in 2010. If you’re interested in this scheme please get in touch.

Ideas and tips for fundraising

Here are some top fundraising tips from a GX volunteer, Catriona Pickard who raised over her £600 target, reaching £655.00 in total. I hope they inspire your group in its fundraising activities, which is vital to continue the work of VSO.

“I have really enjoyed fundraising for Global Xchange and have put a lot of effort into my fundraising activities.  I began by holding a dinner party for family and friends... and then doing an after dinner quiz… The evening was really enjoyable, my friends donated generously and it gave me a chance to explain to them what the Global Xchange Programme is all about.

My next big fundraising effort was a sponsored bike ride…  we cycled from Glastonbury in Somerset, to Bath… a route which given the extra miles we added to our journey through getting lost, was about 40 miles long and took us 9 hours!  The bike ride was a long day and hard work physically… but we all felt a real sense of achievement when we had done it… Telling people I was doing a 40-mile bike ride was also a very effective way of persuading people to donate money. I felt like I was really earning my donated money! …

I held a fundraising event, which reached my wider community… we hired out the crypt of a church in the centre of Bath and held a fundraising concert… Since the evening was held at the beginning of December we made it Christmassy, selling homemade mince pies, hot cider and homemade Christmas cards.  We advertised the event by putting up posters around town and giving out flyers around where we live.  The evening was a great success and we received a lot of support.  Selling tickets for £5 meant we raised a good amount of money and we were able to tell a lot of people what we were fundraising for.

I have enjoyed fundraising over the last couple of months and am very proud of reaching my target in quite a short space of time.  I have put a lot of time and thought into fundraising, while having a full time job but have really enjoyed telling people about Global Xchange and it has been good to have something to focus on while I’m waiting to start the programme.”
Do you have any top tips?

It would be great to hear your fundraising success stories to pass on ideas to other Supporter Groups. Please send to Maria as part of the handbook she is creating.

Once again, thank you, for your hard work last financial year, 2009/10, and I look forward to working with you in 2010/11.

Marian Nelson

Community Appeals Officer

0121 428 1614

marian.nelson@vso.org.uk
· CAMPAIGNS

Thank you so much to all of you who’ve campaigned with us over last year – it’s been great to have you on board! Here’s an overview of what we have planned for the next year…

Make Your Mark: April – May 2010 

As most of you will know we’re campaigning to keep development issues high on the electoral agenda – if you haven’t done so yet please do take a couple of minutes to take our quick and easy e-action: http://bit.ly/makeyourmark2010
1GOAL: June – July 2010 

VSO are supporting 1GOAL, a global campaign calling for world leaders to give every child a quality education. It’ll be launching in June, and we’re looking for groups and members to help us support and promote the campaign here in the UK

Women’s campaign: September/October 2010 onwards 
We’re currently planning our next campaign, which will focus on putting women at the heart of the next government’s development policy. Activities will start in the autumn, culminating in a big push around International Women’s Day the following March.

Please get in touch!

It’d be really great if you could take some time at your next planning meeting to think about what you might want to get involved in. The earlier we know the more time we have to plan and support you! Tom Eldon (campaigns@vso.org.uk / 020 8780 7212) will be coordinating activities, so do get in touch to let him know, or if you’d like any more information on what we’re doing.

Thanks again for all your support over the past year – we couldn’t do it without you!

All the best,

Kathy, Lizzie and Tom

P.S.  Health worker Migration Research

You might remember that we’ve been doing a lot of research into health worker migration over the last year. We’re now just finalising our findings, and hope to launch our report at the party conferences this autumn. We’re also exploring ideas for a health worker – focused campaign for 2011, so watch this space!

· 1GOAL

Education beats poverty. That’s why VSO is supporting the ‘1Goal’ campaign to help get the 72 million children, currently denied an education, into school. 

1 Goal, run by the Global Campaign for Education, is working in conjunction with the 2010 World Cup to raise awareness of these 72 million children and to get people lobbying world leaders to achieve Education for All.

We need your help to get as many people involved as possible over the summer.

Firstly, join the campaign yourself by signing the petition online at http://www.vso.org.uk/1goal 

Then download your 1 Goal Action Pack. It’s full of exciting event ideas, from match screenings to BBQs, to help you get your local community involved. 
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