SAWCEK,
"greq Dyke's VSO diary

VS0 is an international development charity that works through volunteers. For over 50

years, individuals from around the world have been sharing their skills and experience with
communities in some of the world’s poorest countries. In 1968 Sue Howes, partner of Greg
Dyke, the ex-Director General of the BBC, volunteered with VS0 in Uganda. Forty years on, Sue
returned to see how things had changed and Greg went with her. This is Greg’s diary

MO /‘70/62}/ are fourteen. Some come Fron Che
o/-p/)dhaje rext door but the rest

An exc/ifnﬂ day, eS/ec/a//y for Sue. come from r{gﬁi across U 3andd

We visited St Patricks, the Koman and Cheir parents pay For Chenst,

Catholic 5/1‘/5 Aoara//nﬂ schoo! where a/z‘hoag/y Zhey dont pay a /ot 5}/

she spent a ear IVing and teaching British standards.

back in 1965/ 69. T was her Arst

ime back and we all drove her mad 7T hre 3//-/5 were o/e//:g/zz‘/'a/ .

625,@}73 her o remember detalls From Dressed in Smard umforms in

40 years ago. The principal, Sister classes of up o (0 they coere

Theresa, now has her of Fce in the So pleased to see wus. There

roor w/?l‘d/l was Suwes Aea’room £or were a)/]oo/95 o ‘/.O}/ e.\/e.ry Zime

a year. A £riendly and JO//}/ woran, the Hash on the camera coent

Chere was much filaridy cwhen Sue of F and Lhey were desperate Zo

asked what she was doing in her See the digital pictures. I2 was

Aea/room. In all ) there are 00 31}/5 a very SPec/Aa/ e)«/e/-/en(’,e for

at the school and they arrive ot Sue, even i it was a bt weird

the age of’ six and stay wunti/ they after so /onﬁ.
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\/fS/.Z‘ea/ Z‘/7e l/SO
office in Kampala.
Zn reception we
met a local who
was just 30/‘/73
ofF to work as

a volunteer in
Narvibia. Ore
of’ rty pre—
conceptions
of L/SO was
/'Mmec/;dfe/y
Bblown, as T
Choug/t it was
an orﬁan/‘SaZ‘fon that sent
Brits abroad as volunteers, and I coas

surprised 2o discover just how many
volunteers loday come Fron differest
pPats of the world. There are more than
a Aundred volurteers Fron é/gahc/a alone
working across Africa and other parts
of Zhe world and on/y /za//’ of all \/50
Volunteers are now BrtisA.

Lafei we met a remarfable Dutch coran
called Nadalie. Nadalie was z‘ra/y Forridable.
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She had arrived in Uganda nire years earlier,
Spent Hve years as a volunteer, and was
noeo wo/-,é/ng a/ong\sfofe Vso /-ann/nﬂ a
Programse called Silent Voices in the rural
Sowth west.

What made her Forridable was what

She had achieved in ZhAad Time. 4//)705((

5}/ chance she had discovered a
disproportionade number of deat children
n her reﬂl‘on and She believed it was a & —
product of the arnti-Malaria dregs eoidely in
wuse, but others we met later had different
e)(p/anaifons . &ther way, deafness i1s a rea/
problem, especially in rural Uganda cohere
riany parents are ashamed of disabled
children as it 5(/3/»762{/5&5 Zhe whole
Fapnly.

Ir nine yvears Nddalie Aad ferSL(aa/ed many
local schools to take dealt children
Ser/'oL(S/y and o have a spec/a/isz‘

Ceacher in Sign language. But she had

also persuaded parents that Zhey covild
Communicade with their kids it 2hey oo
learned 5/:917 /angaage. She had even created
democratic orgamsations for the parents
of deat’ children. Tt was an InSpiring Zale.
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7 oday we visited volunteers at tewo teac her-
Zraining colleges. In 2he £rst we met Darny,
a Former head teacher. He retired a couple
of years back and, to gucte him, guickly
301‘ boredy so he volunteered For VSO and
ended wp a the Bishop Stuwt 77-&1‘/7//73
Co//ege n K/é/nﬁo. Meef/nﬂ Dapny reversed
another pre—conception I had aboutd VSO. I
aleoass Chought VSO volunteers were young
pecple and whilst 2hat was Cree 40 years
ago 15 not so noew. 7;:/@/ Zhe orgamsation
look's for experienced volunteers coith
relevant 5,@'//5 =

In both the CO//8385 we Vvisited 2hat day,
as in all the schools, we found widespread
publicity about he dangers of HIV &
AIDS. I had thought that Uganda had been
rore successFul in dealing coith AIDS 2han
most 4#/@&/7 Cowuntries
but discovered thad,
Whilst Chis was Crue
Some yea/\S Aaaé y Z‘/7¢2
indicators are noeo 30//73
in 2he opposite direction.
A)orry/nj/y, Darmy
explained that because of
4 IDS a whole 5eneraz‘/on
of teachers is PUSSING.
ﬁlere are, he said ) Very
Ffew older Zeachers Zo
pa55 on therr experfenceg
Zo Zhe younger ones as
they had virdually all died
o HIV & AIDS.
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7774{/\50/4}/
A Spec/a/ o/a/. We drove further to the
South tWest and ended wp in Kisoro, a town
on/y a fecw riles From the borders of both
Kroanda and the Congo. te were in the
mountains, the scenery was spectacular,
and e coere on/y rules from Che nationa/
par( where the Farous 30/-///525 in the rust
can be Found.

We woere in Kisoro 2o visit 2he Peace
Education Trust (PETS. PET s aim is 2o
Secure peace and educdation For Kisoro s
moSt vilnerable and disadvartaged cfildren,
and one of the rmost importat areas of
Zheir work is with the disabled. 7778y
estimate Chal there are 12,000 Children with
disabilities in Kisoro, and they are the only
Commumty based organisaz‘/on a)ohé/nﬁ enth
Zher.

We et Crag who 1S \/o/anz‘eer/nﬁ ewith

one o VSO s youth programmes, Youth
£for De\/e/opmeni. e arrived stra/g/?t afler
wuniversidy Four months ago. An ImpresSSive
young man, wise before his vears, fe

has already made an impact. Craig has a
mclorbike and bormbs ofF to Sctools all
across the /-eg/on on mowuntan tracks that
are, @ times, so bad he has o abandon Zhe
bike and walk the last rile or So to the
V///age. Most of these schools dont have
e/ecz‘r/c/fy or rann/‘ng water. At one school
e visited, he introduced ws prowdly to a
/itt/e Aoy who, the week before, had had
an artificial /eg Ated Z‘/?dh:éé Zo Cra/g ‘6
delerrinadion. There 15 no Sedona/ary schoo!
in Che regon Ffor deat’ and Blind children so
PET has Zaken the #rst sSteps Zo 3ez‘ one
started in a local Secondary schoo!. tWe
mel Che #rst Seven students, /nc/aa//nj one
deat éoy who Is a/recza/y regarc/ea/ as one of
Lhe Cleverest #ids in the whole Sctool-
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We 'woent a Few riles north Zo Bushenmy.
A 2rip which should have Caken an hocr
ook nea)‘/y Chree becawse of the stale of
the roads and a mgjor accident /‘m/o/w‘ng a
Fuel Lanker blocking the main road. I had
Zo srile as the locals walked wp and down
Zhe road with anyf/?/zg Z‘/]ey could /ca/ Zhelr
hands on o £/l with pelrol From he
overtiurned tanker.

Tanzania: a case study

In Tanzania, such is the stigma attached to deafness that
deaf children are commonly rejected by their families
and communities. Two years ago, five year old Phoebi
Stanley was hidden away in a rural village near Dodoma
in Tanzania. She is deaf, and people thought she was
stupid. An embarrassment and a burden to her family,
she stayed inside where no one would see her.

When staff from Dodoma Deaf School came to Phoebi’s
village asking for deaf children, her family willingly gave
her up so that she could go and receive an education.
When she arrived at the boarding school (her new home)
Phoebi had no communication skills at all and was
desperately shy.

Today, Phoebi is a lively seven-year-old. Every morning
she races to meet VSO volunteer Saskia Tien as she
arrives at school on her motorbike. “The difference in
Phoebi is amazing” says Saskia, who has been giving
Phoebi speech and language therapy and teaching

her sign language. “When | got here there was no
interaction, no communication, just staring. But now
here she is, really excited, running up to tell me stories
about what she did yesterday.”

Dodoma Deaf School is providing Phoebi with a

high quality primary education so that in a few years
she’ll be able to enrol in a local secondary school. In
the meantime, Saskia is changing attitudes towards
deafness by running sign language classes for parents
and community members. “We want the parents to be
able to sign at home and make their child feel like part

We e\/enz‘aa//y arrived and met teo older
volunteers, Petler a special needs teacher
fror Sussex and Christine a madhs
Zeacher frorm Che Midlands. Both were
working & Bushenyi Primary 7Teacfers
Co//eje bett spending a /ot of Cine
Supporting teachers in local schools. tWe
asked the principal how ruch help he d
had From VSO over Zhe vears and fle was
full of praise.

of the family,” she says. “We’re encouraging them to
use signs in public, to understand that it’s no problem to
take a deaf child to market and sign with them there.”

Currently, young deaf people in Tanzania are extremely
vulnerable; getting a job or a driving license is
impossible for most. But thanks to the foundations lain
by volunteers like Saskia today, Phoebi and her peers
will grow up to play a more active and equal role in
society tomorrow.

Saskia’s work at Dodoma Deaf School is one element
of VSO’s wider strategy to get more children with
disabilities into school. As well as training teachers in
working with children with disabilities and changing
attitudes towards disability in the community, VSO is
supporting mainstream schools to develop inclusive
practises.
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Some conclusions

So w/’)az‘ did T fee/ afier a a)ee,é w'sff/ng a
‘Wda I would never have sSeen had I not
gone cwith V507 And in particular, whad had
c/mnﬁed Since Sute was there forfy vears
earlier 0 fordy vears which had seen the rise
and £all of Idi Arin, the expulsion of the
Ugandan Asians, tewo ciil wars in Uganda
itselt; the corting of HIV & AIDS, refugees
@riving in Cheir Aundreds of thousands £rom
( wanda and f/]e Congo, and a popa/df/on
e)(p/oSfon.

forz‘y vears ago rost peop/e in the reral
areas didnt  Aave reenning codder and 2hey stil/
dont , and much of the water Zﬁey do collect
1S polluted. The sarre applies o e/ecir/‘cfz‘y
Sapp/y. Most t////ages St/ dont  have 7 and
nor do Some of the schools we visided. %I\/
and AIDS is still Spreading al an enormous
rade.

But, having sad all 2his, I am told some
things have definitely got better. There are
more /706/912(&/5 y PV rPore pr/man/ schools

VSO and inclusive education

Disabled children in developing countries face severe
discrimination and are often excluded from family and
community life, including school. Most VSO volunteers
working in this area will either be training local teachers or
working as advisors to ministries of education. Roles vary
but can include implementing national curricula, assessing
the requirements of both individuals and integrated classes,
developing suitable teaching and learning materials, training
local teachers in Braille and sign language, or supporting
local teachers to identify, assess and include children with
special needs.

Penny Hollowell worked as an inclusive education adviser in
the Oshikoto region of Namibia. A predominantly rural area,
teachers work in isolated circumstances with few resources
and little opportunity for training and peer support. Penny’s
school visits revealed that many children were not included
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which are
and available
Zo all;
Zeachers for
those schools are noew Ae/ng Zrarned in Chelr
Chousands even though there /s no cerdanty
Zhey can all 385 JOAS ewhen 2hey ?aa/ify,
and-even i~ Chey do Lhere 1S5 no cerlainty
Zhey eorl/ 3&5 pad. On a macro leve! there
has been sustained econoric 3rozuz‘/z for

22 consecutive years in Uganda, even 2his
vear there 15 expected Zo be Seven per cent
3roa)z‘/7.

So /m\//ng had a short 5/7@?5/705 Vieew of

a country, hoeo did I feel tohen it came

Zo /ea\//hg? In reth I /et fee//hg L{/Aeaz‘
and decided I shall ge back. All Zhe pecple
e met ere Friendly, the students in
schools and CO//8385 were 3)‘&&3/2(/ for Zhe
opporz‘an/fy Zo be there, and the bids coe met
in he \////Qges were wonderful!. I was lef
in ace of the work .ée/ng done A}/ So many
agencies there, and particularly by VSO and
Zheir volunteers.

in classes because teachers did not understand how to
cater for their different needs.

Within a year, 37 specially appointed inclusive education
advisers had attended workshops and learnt a range of
teaching techniques, such as making tactile resources from
papier-maché and how to use visual aids and games in
teaching. These teachers represent clusters of schools, so
each is now sharing their learning with colleagues in their
area so that all 184 schools in the region are able to provide
a better quality of teaching to all children.

If you are a qualified teacher aged between 21 and 75 and
have experience of working with children with special needs

then VSO would like to hear from you.

To find out more visit www.vso.org.uk
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